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field by short sight, yet with the aid of glasses
he managed somehow to keep in the first flight and
to hold his own with the best of the natives.   Even
in these days of polemical and political discord,
of Parliament Acts and Marconi scandals, sports-
manlike proclivities and straight riding have not
wholly lost their 'spell in Ireland, nor can Irish-
men forget the gallant struggle between Russ-
borough and Voltigeur over the Town Moor, for
valour inspires respect.   Neither is a taste for the
turf any disadvantage to a Viceroy of Ireland,
for none was ever more popular than that turfite
Lord  Normanby.    Au  reste,   Lady   Zetland,   a
sister  of  Lady  Newport  and  Lady   Grosvenor,
fully  and  deservedly  shared   in   her   husband's
popularity,   and   kept   up   the   stately   success
of  charming  chatelaines,   or  Vice-Queens,   most
worthily;   and the advent of Laurence Dundas
in the land of the " Larries " proved not only a
great social success, but also " Auspicium melioris
oevi."1

A few years ago the Reform Club was shaken
to its foundations by the report that Lord Aber-
deen had resolved to abdicate and leave the
Viceregal functions to be performed by some other
of Mr. Asquith's friends. There was not an atom
of foundation for the canard, as the noble Lord
promptly declared, to the great relief of the Party.2
The rumour reminded one of the speculations

I :

1 M. O'Connor Morris (1889).
*Lord Aberdeen publicly contradicted a similar statement in
March 1913.